
  Conference Announcement -- Call for Papers 
The University of Arizona Binational Migration Institute,  
Department of Mexican American and Raza Studies, 
The Center for Latin American Studies, and 
The Office of Western Hemispheric Programs, invite works that fosters collaboration  
between scholars in divergent fields and across institutions that address issues of: 

    Border Research Methods, Ethics, and Instrumentation. 

The purpose of this conference is to bring together binational researchers and students from a variety of disciplines and interests who will focus on 
methodological and ethical issues inherent in border research, which today increasingly consider dilemmas while researching in and among the various 
communities impacted by immigration enforcement and emerging enforcement technologies.  Such dilemmas also arise from how research goals are 
ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΦ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜƭȅ ƳƻǊŜΣ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ǿǊŜǎǘƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ άƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇέ ƻŦ Řŀǘŀ, its use and management, 
institutional constraints formulated by the conventions of science and the academy (including human subjects protection guidelines), and practical 
concerns about how knowledge is applied.  Papers should thus emphasize the implications of scientific practices intrinsic to border research and may 
consider any of the followingτor variationτof themes and questions such as: 
 

Vulnerable populations/vulnerable subjects 

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ǿŜ ƳŜŀƴ ōȅ άǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜΚέ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŜƳŜǊƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘǎ 
definition? 

¶ Ethical and methodological dilemmas that researchers face in research 
ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ άǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜέΚ 

¶ How are scientific practices challenged by disparate power relations 
between the researcher and the researched, between researcher and 
regulating or sponsoring institutions? 

¶ How are benefits achieved without mischaracterizinƎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎΩ 
vulnerability or agency?  

Sensitive data: Ownership and Information sharing 

¶ What are researcher responsibilities for sharing findings? 

¶ Are there ethical issues to consider with sharing information with 
entities that can potentially use it in undesirable ways against the 
populations/subjects that provided it? 

¶ How do researchers deal with expectations about the potential 
benefits of the research?  

Clandestine activities 

¶ What are the ethical concerns and responsibilities in researching 
clandestine activities (e.g. unregulated employment, border-crossing, 
illicit substance use, trafficking, contraband, and violence). 

Data-base access, use, and management 

¶ What are researcher responsibilities and commitments to those who 
share information and data? 

¶ Do researchers have a right to not use the data once they have 
gathered it? If so, what are the ethical implications of this? 

¶ For owners of data, what are the risks in sharing it with others (giving 
permission to use it or examine it)? How can the permission to use 
sensitive data be credited? 

¶ In accessing sensitive data, what ethical concerns have researchers 
considered?  

Community partnerships and participant recruitment 

¶ What are the ethical concerns in incorporating community 
partnerships for facilitating participant recruitment?   

¶ How are community partnerships for research valued in a way that is 
ethical, respectful, and fair? 

¶ Does enlisting the cooperation of community partners raise concerns 
about the existing relations of power relations between those who 
help facilitate (broker) data collection and those who provide data? 

¶ What are researcher responsibilities to the community beyond the 
research itself? 



Researcher responsibilities and institutional frameworks 

¶ What questions and ethical concerns are raised in applying for 
Institutional Review Board approval for conducting research among 
undocumented immigrants?  

¶ What commitments are jointly shared by researchers, institutions, and 
communities?  Conversely, in what ways do conflicts of interest pose 
challenges to ethical conduct?  

 
Multi-field site (or multi-national) approaches 

¶ Iƻǿ Řƻ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǳŀƭƛȊŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ άŦƛŜƭŘ ǎƛǘŜǎέ ƻǊ άǎŀƳǇƭŜǎέ 
when the boundaries that determine each are constantly being 
negotiated and reconstructed in todayΩǎ ƎƭƻōŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǿƻǊƭŘΚ 

¶ What methodological strategies can usefully guide scientific 
explorations into the relationship between immigration and the state? 
What are their advantages and disadvantages? 

¶ In what way do national borders (or nationalism or linguistic 
ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴŎŜύ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘέΣ ǘƘŜ άǎŀƳǇƭŜέΣ ƻǊ 
the discovery of mutual interests between countries linked by 
migration. 

¶ Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ƎƭƻōŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ άǘǊŀƴǎƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎέ ǇƻǎŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ 
historical methodology (archival work, oral histories, and a revisiting of 
an earlier works). 

¶ How is data generizable or made scientifically comparative when the 
ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ άŦƛŜƭŘέ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǘ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘȅ όƻǊ ǎŀƳǇƭŜύ ƛǎ ƴƻƴ-discrete, 
ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘŜŘΣ ƻǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎ ŀǊŜ άƘƛŘŘŜƴΚέ 
 

Translating findings: markets, metrics, transparency, and access 

¶ What should the goals of research be?   

¶ What are the problems of reducing knowledge to only that which can 
be scientifically measured? 

¶ In what way does science (or science technology or positivism) make 
for more or less equitable distribution of and access to knowledge and 
information?  

¶ How do we distinguish instruments designed to produce a certain kind 
of result, rather than those designed to accurately depict/measure a 
feature of reality. 
 

To sustain and extend the work of this conference, a small number 
of presentations will be selected for revision and publication in a 
peer reviewed edited book. 

 

Submissions: 
We encourage the following types of submissions: 
Individual Presentations, such as research reports, or academic 
papers, structured dialogs between researchers and community 
partners about negotiating research dilemmas and processes, and 
panels of four-five related research reports or academic papers.  
 
Abstracts 150 words maximum & 3 key words are due Jan. 15, 2010 
 

 

Contact conference organizers:  
 
Binational Migration Institute/Dept. of Mexican American & Raza Studies: 

¶ Raquel Rubio-Goldsmith,  rrg@email.arizona.edu  

¶ !ƴƴŀ hŎƘƻŀ hΩ[ŜŀǊȅΣ olearya@email.arizona.edu 
 

Center for Latin American Studies: 

¶ Scott Whiteford, eljefe@email.arizonal.edu 

¶ Colin Deeds, colind@email.arizona.edu 

Acceptance:  Authors and panel coordinators will be advised of their 
acceptance during the 2nd week of February, 2010. Upon acceptance for 
presentation, a full draft of the accepted paper not exceeding 25 pages 
(double spaced with 1 inch margin) is due March 15, 2010. 
 

Conference Date: April 23, 2010 
Key note speakers:  Jorge Durand and Kathleen Staudt 
 
More information, conference updates, and logistics will be 
made available at http://clas.arizona.edu/brem   
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