MA Program Learning Outcomes
Assessment Plan (2022-23)

Center for Latin American Studies, University of Arizona

|. Program Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of the MA program, students should be able to:

LO1: Analyze and evaluate theoretical, methodological, and multidisciplinary approaches to social

issues in Latin America.

LO2: Plan and create an original research or cumulative project on Latin America.
LO3: Communicate research to an academic audience in written and verbal formats.

[I. Curriculum Map

X = the course, experience, or requirement directly and significantly contributes to student learning on that

outcome.
A = evidence collected for program learning outcomes assessment
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lll. MA assessment plan

Indirect measures:

Exit survey:

For 2022-23, we will administer an exit survey to see how well students feel the program prepared
them to do each of the three learning outcomes.

Section 2 of the undergraduate exit survey will measure each of the three learning outcomes. For
each of the four learning outcomes, a question will be posed: “How well did the LAS maijor prepare
you to ...?” Students will answer on a likert scale from 1 (not well) to 5 (very well).

Target- The majority of students select 5 or 4 for each learning outcome.

Starting Fall 2023, we will begin the practice of both a pre- and a post-survey for incoming students.
Pre- and post- surveys will directly measure LO1, LO2, and LO3.
e Pre-Program Self Assessment: Incoming grad students will complete an online survey at the
beginning of the program in LAS 500. They will rate their expertise in Latin American Studies.
For each learning outcome, they will identify how well they are able to do that learning
outcome.
e Post-Program Self Assessment: Students will complete an exit survey at the end of the
program in which they will be asked the same questions as the pre-program self assessment.
Target- The majority of students will rank their expertise higher on the post-survey than on the
pre-survey for all learning outcomes.

Direct measures:
e The thesis or comps will directly measure LO1, LO2, and LO3.
e The chair of the student’s committee will apply the rubric below and send completed rubric or
scores to Katie O’Brien, obrien7@arizona.edu.
e Target- The maijority of students score exceptional or strong for each learning outcome.



Thesis/Comps Exam Rubric for MA Program Learning Outcomes

Assessment
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V. Resources

OIA guidelines on academic program learning assessment:
https://assessresources.oia.arizona.edu/content/4

UCATT guidelines on academic program learning assessment:

https://ucatt.arizona.edu/assessment/learning-outcomes-assessment/academic-program-learning-ass

essment




