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Grade level:
9-12          Spanish level:  level 2  (maybe 3 or 4)

Spanish / Geography / Biology  


5 classes

Objectives:  Students will identify what they know about parks and then investigate National Park information from various Spanish speaking countries - including Monteverde in Costa Rica.  Students will read information about Costa Rica.  Students will learn and list new vocabulary to describe the geographical features and biological (flora and fauna) elements of a rainforest.  Students will recognize perspectives of living near a rainforest by reading interviews of people who live in Costa Rica.  Students will review vocabulary to describe activities that people can do in a rainforest area.  Students will interpret what they have learned by writing and drawing.  

Assessment:  Students will devise short answers and extended responses to questions covering material that is read and discussed in class using old vocabulary and new vocabulary.  Students will create an enticing brochure inviting tourists to visit Monteverde, Costa Rica.  The brochure will include information about the rainforest and activities that exist for tourists in that environment.


Part 1
TEACHER MATERIALS - information listed here




- Internet, projector and computer

STUDENT MATERIALS - worksheet #1 


Use worksheet #1 to guide students in thinking about parks.  Lead a discussion about the difference between national parks, state parks, city parks - their funding.   Point out that public parks are funded by tax money - sometimes local money, state money or federal money.


Discuss some of the activities that are provided in the various parks.  Point out that the activities are different depending on the geographical features of the park, the climate of the region, the commercial development available, etc.  Speak in Spanish AND English (start with “more” English and end with “more” Spanish)

Use projector to share and discuss these web sites:

Iguazu National Park - Argentina

http://www.geocities.com/marchoulet/index.html

(slides of the waterfalls)

Spain

http://www.picoseuropa.net/

(photos of mountains  - on left)

Cuyahoga Valley National Park

http://www.nps.gov/parks.html

http://www.nps.gov/cuva/

National Parks in Costa Rica

http://costarica.tourism.co.cr/index.html

(links - national parks - Monteverde - (private funding))


Part 2  
TEACHER MATERIALS - information listed here

STUDENT MATERIALS


           -  teaching/ learning pages (3) attached here (maps, Costa Rica, Monteverde)


           -  worksheet #2


Use teaching / learning pages attached here to teach the material about Costa Rica.  Use mostly Spanish to search and find information on the maps, read and discuss Costa Rica and Monteverde. 


Write short answers (some extended responses)to the questions on Worksheet#2.


Part 3
TEACHER MATERIALS - information listed here



 -  chalkboard, overhead (transparencies), 

STUDENT MATERIALS 



 -  teaching/ learning pages (2) attached here (El bosque lluvioso)



 - worksheet #3


Begin a discussion of rainforests, in general.  In what countries are rainforests found  (countries around the world near equators)?  What are some words that are specific to a rainforest discussion?  Write the words on the board as students mention them.  (rainforest, canopy, emergent layer, understory, forest floor, crown - trees, monkeys)   Ask students to find the Spanish words for these terms as they read the story.


In groups of 4 read the story and create a vocabulary list with rainforest, plant, tree, 
animal words.  * The list should have English & Spanish words.  Transfer words to overhead transparency to share with the class.  (Group with the most words gets prize?)  Students  (or teacher)  make one master list to hang on wall of classroom.


Answer questions on worksheet.  Use extended responses in Spanish.  


*  Group lower ability students with higher ability students for student support in learning new vocabulary words.


Part 4  
TEACHER MATERIALS - information listed here 

STUDENT MATERIALS 



 -  teaching/ learning pages (2) attached here (interviews, rainforest diagrams)



 -  worksheet #4


Read the interviews - talk about the comments, the perspectives, etc.   Look at the diagram and talk about the layers of the rainforest.   Identify the vocabulary words.  Use sentences to describe the meanings of the words. *  Read the information about the names of the layers.  Label the drawing on the last worksheet - with Spanish words.  Color the 
drawing.


*  For talented/gifted students, experiment with using the vocabulary words in ways “other” than the perspective of the rainforest.  (ej:  una rama del gobierno,  es el raiz del problema, etc.)


Part 5   

TEACHER MATERIALS - information listed here 

STUDENT MATERIALS - worksheet #5


Discuss the verbs on the top of the worksheet.   Add more to the list as students make suggestions.  Make some practice sentences using those verbs in the context of Monteverde. (These are all review words.)  Review the instructions for making a flyer 

(1 page) or a brochure (tri-fold) encouraging tourists to visit Monteverde.  Include features of the rainforest that can be seen as well as the activities available.  The brochure should include diagrams or drawings.  Go over Rubric.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

http://www.jmarcano.com/nociones/bosque/tropicales.html

http://adventure-costarica.com/viajes/parques_nacionales/monteverde.htm   (& photo)

http://costarica.tourism.co.cr/nationalparks.html#monteverde

http://www.5-star-realty.com/espanol/rainforest_conservationESP.htm  (photo)

http://www.rainforesteducation.com/life/intro.htm

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/rainforest/

Standards addressed:


Part 1

Standard 4.2: Students demonstrate understanding of the concept of culture through comparisons of the cultures studied and their own.

Standard 2.1: Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the practices and perspectives of the culture studied


Part 2
Standard 3.1: Students reinforce and further their knowledge of other disciplines through the

foreign language 


Part 3
Standard 3.2: Students acquire information and recognize the distinctive viewpoints that

are only available through the foreign language and its cultures

Standard 1.2: Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics 


Part 4
Standard 1.1: Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions 

Standard 2.1: Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the practices and perspectives of the culture studied 


Part 5
Standard 1.3: Students present information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers on a variety of topics.
