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Knowledge of Global Dynamics

EL NORTE

Rationale

Traditional approaches to the teaching of immigration in American history have tended to
emphasize factors that have pulled people to the United States. These have included such
things as political freedom and democracy, economic opportunity, education, and in
general, the chance for a better life. The study of why people come to America also offers
an opportunity to introduce students to the harsh realities that push so many in the Third
World to leave familiar surroundings, family and friends, and embark on difficult and
dangerous treks towards the dream of a better life. For many in Latin America, this has
meant the trip to "el Norte" (the North--the United States and Canada).

Objectives
The student will:

1. analyze the phenomenon of immigration to the United States in terms of chronolo-
gy, nationalities, motivations, and experiences;

2. identify reasons that explain Nicaraguan citizens’ decision to migrate to the United
States and Canada;

3. differentiate between "pull" and "push” factors contributing to the recent influx of
Nicaraguans into the United States, Canada, and specifically, Dade County.

Key Concepts

Migration/emigration/immigration, push factors, pull factors, Sandinistas, contras, interde-
pendence, human choices

Infusion Area

American history

Materials Needed

"Background Notes on Nicaragua"

"Background Notes on Nicaragua” (student worksheet)
"Many Flee Troubled Nicaragua"

Suggested Time

Two class periods
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Learning Activities

Suggested Activities for Day 1:

1.

W

Ask students to brainstorm as many reasons as possible that might provide answers to
the question: Why do people move? List student responses on the board, After five to
ten minutes conclude the brainstorming session and ask students to come up with
categories under which to subsume reasons listed on the board. Write the categories
on the board (e.g., economic, political, educational, religious, etc.) and ask students to
tell you under which category to place items from the list.

Explain to the class that usually the decision to leave one's country or place of resi-
dence is not an easy one. Ask students if they have ever done this and ask them to
share their experience with classmates. Add that these decisions are often the result of
“pull" factors (things that attract the person to where he/she is going--freedom, opportu-
nity, jobs, education, etc.) and "push" factors (things that the person is trying to get
away from--oppression, hunger, poverty, unemployment, etc.). Ask students to review
the list of categories and reasons on the board, identify, and explain which of these
might be "pull” and/or "push” factors. Point out that often these decisions are a result
of the interaction of both push and pull factors (the teacher should keep a record of the
pull/push factors identified by students for use in day 2).

Distribute "Background Notes on Nicaragua® and allow students time to begin reading
the material through a sustained silent reading period, Ask them to finish the material
for the following class session and to complete the identification items on the worksheet
provided for homework.

BRI i a

Suggested Activities for Day 2:

1.

Distribute "Many Flee Troubled Nicaragua" and ask students to read the article careful-
ly, underlining each of the reasons given for the migration of Nicaraguans into North
America, especially the United States and Canada. Students should label each of the
reasons as either "pull” or "push" and be prepared to support their choices. After
students complete this part of the activity, write student responses on the board for
everyone to view,

Write the list of "pull® and "push” factors that was derived from activity #2 in day 1.
Ask students to compare similarities and differences in both lists.

Conclude lesson by having students make observations about what "push” factors tell

us about living conditions in Nicaragua. Ask students to consider the following ques-
tions:

a. In what ways might focusing on "push® factors help us to better understand immi-
.gration issues facing the United States today?

b. How might this information contribute to a better understanding of immigration
patterns in American history?

¢. What might you predict about the future of Latin American immigration into the
United States?
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Assessment

Have each student write a short fictional account of what it might be like for a Nicaraguan
student to decide to make the trip to "el Norte."

Additional Activities
Have students conduct research into why other Latin Americans (Colombians, Guatema-

lans, Haitians, Hondurans, Cubans, etc.) are also coming into the United States. Ask
students to compare and contrast "push" factors affecting each of these groups.
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BACKGROUN

MNicaragua. In 1909, the United States sent a naval
{orce to intervene in NMicaraguz after hwo Americans
were executed. U.S. marinzs stayed in Nicaragua
off and on uatil 1933. Belore leaving, the marines
tained Genera!l Anssiasio Scmoza Garcia to lead 2
national guard. Somoza used the guard to assassinat2
guerrilla leader Augusto Sandino, to overthrow lib-
eral President Juan Batista Sacassa, and to establish
a military dictatorship. During the next forty-five
years, three Somozas ruled Nicaragua—Anastasio
Somoza and his two sons, Luis Somoza Debayle
and Anastasio Somoza Debayle. The Somozas were
so undemocratic and corrupt that, by 1978, many
Nicaraguan peasants, business leaders, and mem-
bers of the middle class had ceased to support the
regime. .

The Sandinistas. On July 20, 1979, after a two-
year civil war, the Somoza regime was overthrown
by a popular opposition movement made up of a
procommunist group—known as the Sandinista Na-
tional Liberation Front—and several other political
factions representing both the poor and the middle
class. A new Government of National Reconstruc-
tion was formed. Although the Sandinistas played
a major role, the new government included represen-
tatives of the private business sector and the middle
class. The new government said it would spumn
“American-style” capitalism and “Soviet-style™
communism and follow a third way: a part-socialist
and part-capitalist economy with political plural-
ism—many political groups instead of one.

Despite strong opposition from the United States
and antigovernment rcbels (contras) fighting in the
countryside, the Sandinista government has re-
mained in power. Significant reformg have been
instituted in" education and land cwnership. Elcc-
tions have also been held, although the United States
considers them to be fraudulent. The Nicaraguan
government has also established ties with Cuba and
the Sovi?t Union. In response to Nicaragua's pro-
communist government, the Reagan administration
has strongly backecd the contra forces and enacted
a trade embargo against the Sandinistas.

NOTES ON NICARAGUA

The Iran/Centra Scandal. [n November 1986, At-
tormney General Edwin Meese revealed that a White
House staff memter, Lieutenant Colonel Oliver
North, had secretly sent millions of dollars to the
contras in Piicaragua. Accerding to Meese, Norih
divertad profits from secrat arms sales between the
United States and Iran to the rebels. This diversion
of funds came at a time when Congress had banned
U.S. aid to the contras. Further details revealed that
between 1984 and 1986, administration officials had
organized a secret network of private citizens and
foreign government officials to fund the contras.
The resulting scandal damaged public confidence
in the president and jeopardized future funding for
the contras. :

In response to the scandal. Congress crecated two
special committees to investigate the secret contra
funding network. The commitices were to examine:

. @ whether laws were broken in funding the con-
tras;

@ whether there was a “cover up” of evidence
after the lrun/contra “conncction™ was re-
vecaled: and

@ whether high-rankiog government officials, in-
cluding the president, were involved in provid-
ing money for the contras.

The Reagan administration welcomed the estab-
lishment of the investigative commitiees. The ad-
ministration said that the irvestigations would show
that only a few government officials. acting on their
own initiative, had run the contra aid network. But
many members of Congress and the press were skep-
tical. They wondered how a small number of people
could plan and run such an opcration without the
knowledgz of the Department of State, the Depart-
ment of Defensc, the Central Intelligence Agency,
or the president:

Copyright 1987 Close Up Foundation, Arlington, Virginia.
Reprinted by permission from Current Issues, 1988.
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Does the Sandinista Government Threaten Our
Matipnal Security? President Reagan believes that

the Sandinisias in Nicaragua pose a “mortal threat-

to the entire Mew World.” Accardiag o the presi-
dznt, the Sandinisias have given weapons to radical
forces tn Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, and
Honduras., He wamns that if the Sandinistas are noc
checked, unrest and revolution could engulf Central
America and Mexico. President Reagan also says
that the Sovizt Union suppliss the Sandinistas with
military and economic aid and that Nicaragua may
allow the Soviets to build a naval base there. He
warns that the Sundinistas could block vital sea fanes
that carry almost half of our exports and more than
half of our imported oil.

Opponents of President Reugan’s policies in Cen-
tral Amecrica believe that the Sandinistas do not
threaten the United States. They say that Nicaragua
is 4 smail country that cannot begin to match the
military and cconomic might of the United States.
According to crities. President Reagan has invented
a Sundiniata “threat™ to build public support lor
overthrowing a sovernment he dislikes. They claim
that there is no evidence that the Soviet Union is
butlding u naval buse in Nicaragua, Morcover, crit-
ics say that Nicuragua has only taken aid from the
Soviet Unton and Cuba because the United States
is unwilling to help. They claim that the Sandinistas
are sensitive to U.S. concerns in the region. For
examplu after thc United Stdte‘; prcssured thc San-

tmlmtmm bm o AV mre—— o

rebels in El Salvador in 1981, the flow of weapons
to the rebels slowed to a trickle. Nicaragua knows
that if it ever became a clear and direct threat to
U.S. interests, the United States would take decisive
military action- against it.

Should the United States Support the Contras?
President Reagan believes that the structure of the
Sandinista government must be changed. To do this,
the president wants to give military aid to the con-
tras, who are waging a war against the Sandinistas.
Reagan belicves that the conrras offer the best hope
for freedom and democracy in Nicaragua, calling
them “ireedom fighters.”

President Reagan says that he is not seeking to
overthrow the Sandinista government, oaly to force
the Sandinistas to end their f"p‘cssmn ot individual
rigits and to ailow demccrade électons to be held.
He claims that the Sandinistas have betrayed the
1979 Micaraguan revolution that brought them to
power. According to the president, the Sandinistas
have harassed the Catholic Church, limited the par-
tcipation of competing political parties, reduced the
freedom of the press, and curtailed other civil rights.
Reagan says that more and more dissatisfied Nicara-
guans are joining the contras and that other countries
in the region support his policies. He warns that if
we abandon the contras, the United States may even-
tually have tg send American soldiers to Central
America to stop the spread of communism.

Congressional opposition to the prestdent’s sup-
port of the contras is strong. Some members of
Congres< believe that we have no right to interfere
in the affairs of Nicaragua simply because we find
its policies distasteful. They say that the Nicaraguan
people have a right to choose their own type of
government and their own leaders. Members of Con-
gress are also concerned about human rights viola-
tions allegedly commirtted by the contras and wonder

whether the contras would be harsher rulers than

~lad P ool thar

the Sandinisias. i additicn, some crities claim thar
the contras have no hope of toppling the Sandinista
government because the contras lack support from
the Nicaraguan people. The only way a military
solution could succeed is if the United States uses

its own troops.

Plans for Peace. Many Latin American countries
believe that the conflict in Nicaragua can best be
solved through diplomatic - means, rather than
through military conflict. During the last five years,
leaders from several countries have met to discuss
how peace can best be achieved.

74



P

ey

Contadora Peace Plan. In 1533, leaders from
four countries—Colombid, Mexico, Panama, and
Veneczuela—met on the isiand of Contadora to draft
a plan for achieving peace in i\ncardgua The Con-
tadora peace plan calls for: (1) =nding all arms im-
sorts into Central America; (2) £xpe ZinE all foreign
military advisors, including those from the United
States; (3) prohibiting aid to guernila movements;
(4) prohibiting foreign military maneuvers; and (5)
limiting the size of Central American armies. Ad-
though the Contadora peace plan is aimed at settling
the conflict’ in Nicaragua, all Central American
countrizs would be bound by these terms.

espitz several meetings of the Contadora group
since 1983, the Sandinistas and the United States
have not agrsed (o the terms of this treaty. Both
countries say that they will negotiate their differ-
ences only when cerain conditions are met. The
United States insists that the Sandinistas must first
open talks with the conrras. while the Sandinistas
sav the United States must first end its support for
the contras.

Critics of the U.S. positioa claim that President
Rengan is avoiding'negotiations in the hope that the
contras will win their war against the Sandinistas.
But President Reagan.says that he supports a
negotiuted serlement and that it is Nicaragua that
is foiling his efforts. He points out that the United
States was the lurgest donor of aid to Nicaragua
from 1479 to 1930 but that the Sandinistas rebuffed
the United States in favor of the Soviet Union. The
Rcagan administration also claims that other Central
American countrics privately suppart 11 S, nolicies
but are afraid to say so publicly because it would
anger Nicaragua, which has the largest army in the

region. Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega claims
that President Rcagan is rying tofool the American
people into supporting a military solution to the
problems of Central America so that the Umted
States can control the region.
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Costa Rican Peace Plan. In 1987, the government
of Costa Rica proposed a new peace plan to replace
the Contadora plan. The Costa Rican plan calls for
the government of Nicaragua to: {1) declare a cease-
fire with the conrra rebels, (2) hold free eIeccioné,
and (3) allow complete {reedom of the press. The
plan also calls for a complete cutoff of aid to all
r=bel movements in Central America, including
those in El Salvador and Guatemala, and an overall
reduction in the size of Central American aumies.
A commission drawn from the United Nations, the
Organization of American States, and the Contadora
group would supervise the plan.

Many members of Congress support the Costa
Rican plan. They belicve that the Contadora peace
plan will not work and that it is the countries of
Central America who are in the best position to
solve their own problems. However, the Sandinista
government has denounced the Costa Rican plan
The Sandinistas say that the Costa Rican plan sup—
ports U.S. efforts to overthrow the Nicaraguan gov-
emment and subverts the efforts of the Contadora
sraup, which the Sandinisias batisvs to be fre= frem
U.S. influence.
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Increasing American Presence In the Region.
Since 1980, the United States has increased its pres- -
ence in Central America by increasing its aid and
by introducing American forces there. For exampie,
U.S.. military advisors help train the Salvadoran
army and American helicopters have carried Hondu-
ran troops into combat. Some cxperis fear that the
growing American presence could lead the United
States into a war similar to our disastrous involve-
ment in Vietnam. .

The American presence is especially strong in
Honduras, where American soldiers haye construct-
ed airfields. roads, bridges, and training bases. The
military has also conducted large-scale maneuvers
there. Since 1983, there have rarely been fewer than
[,000 U.S. troops stationed in Honduras. and tens

. of thousands of others have participated pericdically
in military exercises. The strong U.S. presence has
placed Honduras in a difficult position. On the one
hand, Honduras wants the aid and protection provid-
ed by the United States and the spending that the
bases and maneuvers pump into the economy. On
the other hand, Honduras realizes that Nicaragua
views the U.S. presence with alarm. Honduras fears
that the United States may use their couniry for an
invasion of neighboring Nicaragua.

Civil wars, revolutions, coups, poverty, and unjust
cconomic and political systerns have plagued Cen-
tral America for many yeurs, and the situation prob-
ably will not improve soon. The question for the
United States is: Can Congress and the president
agree on a policy to deal with injustice and upheaval
in Central America, especially in Nicaragua? Pres-
ident Reagan is determined to stop the spread of
communism in the region and supports sending mil-
itary aid o strengthen anticommunist forces there,
Many members of Congress believe that the real
enemies in Central America are economic and social
problems. which cannot be defeated with guas. They
are reluctant to send increased military aid, espe-
cially in light of the I[ran/contra scandal. and have
vowed 10 seck @ more peacetful solution to the prob-
lems in Central America.
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NAME:

DATE:

PERIOD:

BACKGROUND NOTES ON NICARAGUA

WORKSHEET

Summarize, in writing, the relations between the United States’
government and Nicaragua during the years of 1909-1979.

List the reasons given as pros and cons to the question of whether
the Sandinista government threatens American national security.

Pro ' _ Con
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TROUBLED NICARAGUA

Pear Sandinistas, chaotic econoay

By Saz Dillon
Jorald Statf
Tritar

HAYAGUL, Bicaraqaa
-- Bicaraqoaas are
streasing cut of
their country in
an ezodus author-
ities attribute to
ecosoric chaos and
the davning resli-
zatlon that the
Sandinistas are
firaly entrenched
in pover at the
close of the
Reagan adainis-
tration.

across this
battered covatry,
fron the barrios
of Managua to
Pacific coast
fishing tovns and
cattle natketing
villages of-the
highlands, Micara-
quans are selling
hores and goods to
flee the country
on foot and in
buses, by car and
by plane.

*Six nonths aqo
the belief that
¥icaragua could
change vag sus-
taining the
people, but nov
they've lost all
hope. Nicaraqua
{2 going to remain
in the Soviet
caap, and people
are looking for
escape,’ DI,
Llberto Sabotio,
president -of the
¥icaraquan Bar
dssocation, sald
in an interviev.

thoasands of
nearly frantic
¥lcaraquans mobbed
wigration offices

early this aonth
after oevs leated
of qoversaznt
plans to quadruple
the price of a nev
passport to double
the sonthly salary
of a stilled
voTiel.

about a dozen
nev bus cozpanies
have sprung ep in
recent sonths to
cash in on the
burgeoning exi-
grant traffic to
Grateaala, the
only Central
tserican comntry
to vhich ¥icara-
quans can travel
vitheat a visa.

the enigrants
include doctors,
lavyers, engineers
and other profes-
sionals as vellias
vendors, and
stilled and

_ uaskilled votters.

the Sandinistas
have laid off at
least 20,000 state
enployees this
year and devalued
the carreacy three
tines. Inflation
{s ont of control,
estinated at
several thoesand
percent annually.

*Yorking people
sixply can't live
here anywore,’
said Pablo
Barbosa, 47, ovner
ot a 10-vorker
glue factory in
Hanagua.

Carlos Maneel
¥orales, the San-
dinista qovernor
of three northern

‘provinces, ac-

knoviedged the
aovnting exi-

gration.

*I think.the
124505 3re 2072
ecogoaic than
political,’
Horales said.
®So2e nay belisve
their appor-
tualties for
personal acceay-
lation are better
in the Usitec
States or Canada.'

Others pointed to
political factors.

'Nicaraquans are
realizing that the
U.s. is not qoing
to send, in the
Xarines, and that
cornunisa is gqoing
to consolidate.
They say, 'If
that's the case,
then I'a

leaving,'" sail a

. diplomat vho has

intervieved Xi-
caraquans about
vhy they are
deciding to eni-
grate.

the U.S. Congress
cot off ailitary
aid to the contra
rebels in
Pebruary. Since
sandinista-contra
peace neqgotiations
broke dovn in
June, the
Sandinistas have
largely abandoned
the desocratic
rhetoric that vas
in fashion here
after the signing
of a 1337 peace
pact. They have
jailed scores of
Sandinista oppo-
nents, seized
several private
faras and inter-
aittently sanc-
tioned the wedia.

(Reprinted with permission of the Miam!{ Herald.)
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they have receally
targeted Roaiz

- farhelic fardipzl

diqual Gbandc v
Sravo witd 3
Lazassaent
crnaign,

Hany apetiticz!
Ticaraguans vt
have lived ii
gneasy coexistence
vith the Sanii-
nista revolviica
for nine years are
puiling ap stakes,
I addition, 3
significant nuabe:
of state vortecs
vho, until mov,
have appedrsd fo
syipathize vith
sandinista
policies are also
suddenly eai-
qrating.

Baiqranis in
recent veels fron
Bsteli, a torn
north ot ¥enagua,
have iacluded the
bead of the locai
education
1inistry, the ses
of a founding
aeaber of tae
sandiniats Front
o the reqion, 3nd
the top adaisis-
trator of & staiz
run tobacco enter-
prise. The
latter, an

_agriculturs!

engineer, left
Vicatagua afte:
being prowised :
job aiiking cev:
for a livisg iz
Costa Rics,
according te bis
friends.

't's a fever--
they'ze leaving in
such alaraiag
quantlties,* sald
Gustavo Barrantes,
an Bsteli lavyer,
arrantes sald
ealgrants in the



past dave been
arlnly nale teea-
13215 avolding
nilitary service,
oat Tnov eatlre
fanilias are
laaving.?

As Barrantes
talted to an
raerican reporter
last yesel, another
layyer, 31,
searing jeans and
sanglasses, barst
brzathlasely lato
his Estell legal
offices.

[*They just seat -

papers to &y
office ordering me
into the aray
reserves,t he
said.] 'I've
decided -- T"n
going to Los
lageles.’ the
lavyer said that
since wany of bis
clients have
eafgrated he had
been considering
bis owvn departure.
the president of
the Bstelf Bar
lssociation, Byron
Largaespada, eal-
grated to Canada
last vonth. 1Io an
laterrogation,
state secarity
police tried to
1iak hin to an
alleged CIh plot.
14 sequridad
vill never be able
to call 2e in’
aqain,* Larga-
espada told
assoclales al his
departure,

To the east, Ia

the provincial
capital of
Jinoteqa, resi-
dents reported
that siace the
ealgration to the
Tatted states la
Septeaber of onme

proainent
physiclan, three
other doctors have
resiqasd froa the
local Sandinista-
ton hespital and
are preparing fo
eaigrate,

dnother poverful
Tlantega citizen
preparing to leave
ras until recently
the Sandinfstas’
regional dirsctor
of 2 aajor state-
run export con-
pany. The head of
Jinotega's Social
Christian Party in
Jlooteqa alse
exigrated to Cana-
da receatly, party
officials said.

The vife of a
sandinista deputy
ia the Fational

- lsseably is

seeXing 2 0.5,
visa to enigrate,
accordlag to
another depaty, an
oppositionist, vho
said he is belping
her vith the
arrangesents and
shoved a reporter
the voaan's XYica-
raquan passport.

1 reporter's
faterviey vith the
opposition depaty
at a howe iz a
raral tovn vas
interrupted vhen
the local distri-
bater of Barri-
cada, the sandi-
afsta dally nevs-
paper, tnocted at
the depaty's door.
the distribator,
preparing to eal-
grate, vas seeking
advice about hov
to arrange travel
docunents to
Canada.

Canada 1s the
gestination of

choice noy bacagse
Yicaraguoaas can
travel there as

~tonrists, thea

elect to stay oo
yith a chiace for
gctnauent resi-

ence, according
to Ligia Xenge, an
official at
Canada's eabassy
in Costa Rica.

The U.§.
Consulate in
¥anaqua has been
closed since the
sandinistas
expelled eight
U.5. diplonats ia
July. Officials
at the U.S.
Zabassy in Guate-
nala City said
that hundzeds of
Ticaraquans each
veek apply for
U.S. visas there.
Xore travel on
through Kexico to
enter the U.S.
illegally.

'Reagan is
leaving -- aad the
Revolution stays!"
says @ ¥anaqua
billboard. Many
¥anaquans, hov-
ever, are not
staying.

Rosa Guide, ¢4
stood in Xanagua's
Xiratlor neighbor-
hood last veek,
For a reporter,
she pointed north
along a dirt
street to the
expty hoase left
behind by the
Uriarte fanily,
vhich receatly
departed for Bev
Tort. She polnted
south, to the
honse exptied vhen
the Barreto fanily
left for Costa
Rlca, then vest,
beneath a setting
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sun, to the house
evacaated by a
troct driver vio
tool bis faxily to
Gonston last
nonth.

"Geaerally they
nafe their plans
guietly, aod then
they leave. Iou
don't oy it
vatil suddenly
they're gonz,'
Guido said.




