

A Closer Look at Mexico
Subject: Language Arts
Grade: 2nd
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1. To expose students to the diverse population of Mexico and compare it to that of the United States.
2. To learn and sing traditional songs of Mexico including the national anthem.
3. To memorize simple Spanish vocabulary and be able to express greetings, age, likes, and dislikes.
4. To cook Mexican dishes by reading recipes.
5. To create a class mural in the style of traditional Mexican artists.
6. To read Mexican children’s literature and respond to it through the creative writing process.
Lesson Plan 1
Creative Writing
Objectives:
Students will create their own stories given a writing prompt.
Students will recognize and include proper punctuation and grammar including capital letters, periods, question marks, and complete sentences.
Materials:
Friends from the Other Side by Gloria Anzaldua, paper, pencils.
Procedure:
Read Friends From the Other Side to students.
Ask guiding questions during the story including how they would feel if they were the character Joaquin coming to a strange new land.
After completing the story, create a web with the class based on the words “New Friend.” Fill in the web by asking students how they would make a new friend that they met comfortable.
Have students create their own stories about a new child that comes to the classroom. This new child does not know anyone and feels very uncomfortable. How would you make this new child feel welcome?
Closure:
Let students share their stories with the class. Publish their stories by mounting them on construction paper and create a bulletin board with them or laminate stories and bind them together to make a class book.
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Art
Objectives:
Students will research the life of Mexican muralist Diego Rivera through literature.
Students will become familiar with the concept of the “mural” as seen through the eyes of Diego Rivera.
Students will create a class mural of a predetermined subject matter chosen by them.
Materials:
Diego Rivera from the series Getting to Know the Worlds Greatest Artists by Mike Venezia, paints, brushes, crayons, markers, construction paper, bulletin board.
Procedure:
Read story Diego Rivera to students.
Discuss what he liked to create in his murals and who he created them for.
Ask students what they feel would be an important subject to portray in a class mural that they would create for the school.
Have students draw individual drafts of their mural idea.
Share with the class all of the positive attributes of the individual drafts.
Narrow down the subject matter of the mural and prepare the bulletin board by covering it with white construction paper.
Let students work in small groups on the mural. Assign each group a small task such as coloring the sky or outlining figures.
Closure and Follow-Up:
Ask students why they feel the subject matter that they chose for the mural is important. Have them give the mural a name and label it. Invite parents and other classes to see it and encourage them to ask questions.
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Spanish
Objectives:
Students will use simple Spanish words and phrases such as greetings, expression of likes and dislikes, numbers, and colors.
Students will keep a journal of Spanish they have learned and words that they wish to learn.
Given a block of time, students will work in small groups and use words they have learned in Spanish to create a conversation.
Materials:
Construction paper, writing paper, stapler, crayons, and pencils.
Procedure:
Have students create their Spanish journals by folding a piece of construction paper in half and stapling pieces of writing paper inside. Let students title these books “My Spanish Journal.”
Ask students that if they were going Mexico and they needed to learn Spanish to get along, what would be some of the most important things they would have to learn to say first. (Encourage students to say “greetings” as this is usually what is best to start with).
Begin by saying hola (hello) and have students repeat several times. Practice by saying hola to individual students and let them answer with the same.
Continue with Como estas? (How are you), Bien, y tu? (Fine, and you?), si (yes), Por favor (please), Como se llama? (What is your name?), Me llamo . . . (My name is . . .) etc.
Give students the opportunity to repeat these phrases over and over a little at a time.
Numbers 1-10; uno, dos, tres, cuatro, cinco, seis, siete, ocho, nueve, diez.
Colors: amarillo (yellow), anaranjado (orange), azul (blue), blanco (white), negro (black), rojo (red), verde (green), marron (brown).
Closure:
Say something in Spanish and see who could respond appropriately to what you have said. Also, tell students to draw a picture of a house and color each part of the house the color that you say in Spanish. (e.g. Color the door rojo; Color the roof negro).
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