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CONCEPTS: AGRICULTURE, socfal class, economics, poverty, government 

ACTIVITY: LOOKING AT LAND REFORM IN PERU. The question of land refonn 
is of vital concern throughout Latin America. Very few people 
deny the need for some type of redistribution of land. The issues 
involved are, however, very complicated and little real reform has 
been carried out except in countries that have had successful revo­
lutions i�., Cuba, Nicaragua. Generally speaking, serious attempts 
at land reform bring about right-wing coups. It is important for 
North Americans to consider their position on land reform in Latin 
America and your students can start with this lesson. 

OBJECTIVES: Students will begin dealing with the issues of land reform 
and will develop their own opinions of the idea of land reform. 

MATERIALS: Copies of the Land Reform Work Sheet. 

PROCEDURE: This is not an easy exercise. You may have to adapt it to 
the language and intellectual level of your class. Have your 
students read through the work sheet. You may have to read along 
with them and clarify words and ideas. They will also have to 
explore their own feelings concerning things they take for granted 
or have negative feelings about i.e., private property, communal 
ownership, individual rights versus other peoples' welfare. There 
are no easy answers for your students in this exercise, as there 
are no easy answers in real life land reform. 

VOCABULARY: land reform, peasant, sharecropping, arable, incentive, 
comnune,cooperative 

RESOURCES: Peter Dorner, ed., Land Reform in Latin America: Issues 
and Cases, Madi son: Land Tenure Center,. University of Wi scons'i n, 
1971. Ernest Feder, The Rape of the Peasantry: Latin America's 
Landholding System, Garden City: Doubleday, 1971. Henry 
Landsberger, ed., Latin American Peasant Movements, Ithaca: 
Cornell University Press, 1969. Lynn T. Smith, ed., Agrarian 
Reform in Latin America, New York: Knopf, 1968. James Petras 
and Maurice Zeitlin, Latin America: Reform or Revolution? A 
Reader, New York: Fawcett, 1969. Rodolfo Stavenhagen, ed., 
Agrarian Problems and Peasant Movements in Latin America, Garden 
City: Doubleday, 1970. Hugo Blanco, Land or Death: The Peasant 
Struggle in Peru, New York: Pathfinder Press, 1972. Thomas R. 
Ford, Man and Land in Peru, New York: Russell and Russell, 1971. 

LEVEL: MIDDLE GRADES 

Source: Gibbs, Virginia G. Latin
America: Curriculum Materials 
for the Middle Grades. Center for 
Latin America, University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee. 1985.l 1'1�1.












