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CATEGORY: VENEZUELA: NOW 

CONCEPT: LIFE STYLE, family, women 

ACTIVITIES: MINIDRAMA CONCERNING 1
1MACHISM0. 11 

Althou0h we have borrowed the words 11macho 11 and 1
1machismo'! to refer to

aggravated masculinity and r.iale dominati0n, in Latin America, the words  
refer to a somewhat different set of characteristics because masculinity is 
often understood differently. This lesson deals with these differences 
with a reading, a mini-drama, and a comparative exercise. 

OBJECTIVES: Students will understand the difference between the 
Latin American concept of 1

1macho 11 and the U.S. version of the 
word. They will also discuss the role of 11machismo 1

1 in both 
cultures. 

MATERIALS: Copies of the general reading on machismo 
Copies of the minidrama 
Paper and pen/pencils 

PROCEDURE: Introduce the 1 es son with a c 1 ass discuss ion of the term 
11macho 11 as we understand it. Some possible questions include: 

1. In your opinion, what famous men are 11macho 11?

2. Hhich are definitely not? Hhy not?

3. vJhat qualities does a "macho man 11 possess?

Have students read the information sheet on machismo. Then have 
them read and/or act out the minidrama, and discuss the questions. 

Next, have the students consider the following list of characteris
tics of a Venezuelan "macho." On a sheet of paper or on the 
blackboard have them write down how these characteristics compare 
with our idea of "macho. 11 

1. A Venezuelan 1
1macho 1

1 is never afraid of anything.

2. He is a good provider for his family.

3. He is the boss at home. LEVEL: MIDDLE GRADES 

Source: Gibbs, Virginia G. Latin 

4. He is not necessarily "muscle bound." America: Curriculum Materials 

for the Middle Grades. Center for 

5. He may or may not like sports. Latin America, University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee. 1985.f !".l��, 

6. He is often an intellectual.

7. He reads and sometimes writes poetry.

8, The macho defends his family, but is also a 11womanizer.1

1

9. He is very devoted to his mother and over-protective of sisters.












